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question. Do I see five seconds? I do. he cuestion now
is, shall debate cease'? Record your vote. Have vou all
v oted'? Recor d .

CLERK: 25 ayes, 6 nays to cease debate, Mr. Pres' dent.

PRESIDENT: Debate ceases. Senator ReCamo.

SENATOR DeCAMP: wc . President and members of the Lewfslatu»e,
I apologize for not making as clear as I have to and must
what is involved here and it is obvious that I have " si l e '
because of' statements by Senator Barnett and Senator Luedtke.
Senator Barnett and Senator Luedtke have stated, ves, the
death penalty w111 come up every vear and I arree. hat w111
happen but that is not the issue here. Ever v vear oronossls
"ome in from repeal of' the death penaltv to retaininp the
death penalty to having hipher insurance tees to whatever
and we pass laws that look to the f'uture, to what, the neoole
are going to do 1n the future. Th1s resolution, 1» casse'
by the people, would make us a court go1nw on the cast, o
every case. We are not talking about necessarilv the death
penalty at all. What we are tabking about is each vear
1ndividual cases. So we have f'our people or five, I don' t
know how many, on death row now. We also have anumber o"
people in pr'son "or first degree murder, live imnrlsonment
or whatever their sentence was. Pach year under this
resolution, each year you could bring individua' nieces
of legislation to the Legislature who now would have the
responsibility of deciding what their sentence should be.
Remember they have been through court. Now we are makinp
the Legislature a new court, a Board o< pardons dealin~
with the past, and 1f I have fa11ed to make that clear to
you, if you do not understand the conceot, olease read the
words of the resolut1on and, Senator Rarnett, since this
1s your resolution, please understand I know the deat'h
penalty is going to be here every vear and every sear I will
continue to probably i'ight in favor of the death nenalty
but you are creating a new monster. You are creating a
Legislature who is going :o be an executive branch of
government and a Judicial branch of government dealinp with
the past, a concept that does not exist now. h at i s no t
what you want and, Senator Luedtke, I reoeat, I reoeat and
reoeat, I know the issue of the death penaltv and what
prison sentences should or should not be will be in the euture.
I understand that but please concede, admit, understand ,
you are creating a new system. Remember it says, the
Leg1slature shall determ1ne these things 1n first decree
murder as provided by law. What is a law? A law i s a b i l l
brought before the Legislature. So in the case o" Caril
Ann Pugate, I use it again because it 1s an obv1ous one,
one you can relate to. Each year, Senator chambers,
Senator Stoney, Senator Carsten, Senator Oeqamo, Senator
Labedz could have brought in a bill that anv girl sentenced
to prison at the age of f'1f'teen and so on and so worth, we
would be a Judge every year of the past. hat 1s no t w~hat

Senator Chambers has been as straightforward and honest on
this issue as any human being could be. <e has said h1s
poal is to save the people on death row now, orimarilv,
and, of' course, stop any deaths in the future. >v posl
is to retain the death penalty. Implicit in that is that
those people on death row will be put to death. "e a»e.

. . .

PRESIDENT: You have one minute.

our function is. That is not what we should do. Now


